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message that they didn’t belong. The Episcopal Church is trying 
hard to break out of this mold. I’ve tended to place little empha-
sis on formal membership in the church, as a reaction to the drift 
toward exclusivity. If you’re here worshipping with us, I usually 
say, then you’re a member! Let’s not worry about formalities!

Membership matters
True as that may be, I may have been missing a very signifi-
cant thread of Saint Paul’s teaching about the church: that she 
depends on a full complement of members who know them-
selves to be a part of the Body of Christ, to fulfill her work in 
the world. More simply put: Being a member matters; claiming 
your membership matters; owning your place as a member of the 
church matters.

Now and then I realize that I underestimate the people of God. 
This is a mistake, for God has formed people with gifts and tal-
ents and strengths that I can’t imagine, all of whom have some-
thing significant to contribute to the working of the Body of 
Christ that we call the Church. Christ’s Body is being knit to-
gether here on Locust Street not by my design, but by the merci-
ful loving kindness of God, who knows that every member of the 
Body matters.

From a far pew to a far better place 
Anyone who comes to raise even silent prayers from the remot-
est, darkest pew in the church is a member, in some sense, of the 
Body of Christ here at Saint Mark’s. But I think the gist of Saint 
Paul’s teaching has more to do with fully functioning and articu-
lated membership. Even if you start in the remote, silent corners 
of the church, the hope is that you will drift or wander or march 
decisively — or perhaps be dragged — into a more active and com-
mitted kind of membership. Maybe Fr Ashcroft and I (who aren’t 
members) and all of you (who are) should think more carefully 
about adding to our membership. Call this building up the Body 
of Christ, making it stronger, more diverse, nimbler, more ready 
and able to enact the Gospel message of love and care and hope. 

There is some little irony for me to realize that the one place I 
can’t be a member is also the community where I am most alive, 
most challenged, most loving and most loved. It’s also a place 
and a community where every person may come and go, and dis-
cover that you belong here. Will it be helpful if we ask more de-
liberately and more often: Won’t you become a member here? 

I tend to think we’d all be better off if you would.

rom the windows of the Racquet 
Club of Philadelphia, you can 
look more or less straight down 
St. James Street and see the ex-
panse of brownstone that makes 
up the north side of Saint Mark’s: 
the Sacristy, the Cloister along-

side the Church, the Parish House, the Rectory. I’m a member 
of the Racquet Club, ostensibly to use the gym there and every 
now and then to play squash. I pay my dues, I get the newsletter, 
I have lunch there from time to time. By regulation and tradition 
I’m not a member of Saint Mark’s; clergy aren’t considered mem-
bers of parishes, so that we may not meddle in the affairs that lay 
people should be tending to. (Neither the regulation nor the tra-
dition actually prevents our meddling, but that’s another story.) 
Still I support the work of this parish with my pledge, I get the 
newsletter, I have more than a few meals here.

the problem with a club mentality 
We know that being a member of a club means you may go in 
where others may not, it endows a certain privilege, maybe pres-
tige, it separates you from the masses who are excluded from 
its company. Saint Mark’s is (or was) surrounded by the Locust 
Club, the Acorn Club, the Union League, the Rittenhouse Club, 
the University Club, the Vesper Club, the Manufacturer’s Club, 
and the Cosmopolitan Club. Doubtless many members of Saint 
Mark’s have been members of these clubs, whose buildings still 
remain where they’ve been for a century or more.

Churches, especially the Episcopal 
Church, have sometimes too closely re-
sembled clubs: places where some may 
enter, but others ought not. If not by 
design, the club mentality has set in 

through convenience or just plain 
human nature. Membership 
in a church denoted a separa-
tion from the masses who, by 
various means, were given the 

							         From the rector
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tell us about yourself I was born 
in 1948 in Devon, Pennsylvania. My moth-
er was from Australia, coming to America 
as a war bride. There was a War Bride’s Club 
in Norristown, a gang of Australian, Brit-
ish, Scottish, and French women; quite a 
collection. I grew up surrounded by them. 
(We assumed Davis had been born in England 
because of his accent.) My accent is a hybrid, 
really. But I’m very much an American.

When I was 12, my mother, two broth-
ers, and I went to live in Australia for six 
months. All around were crazy Australian 
women — my mother, her sisters and my 
grandmother — what they called ‘a weird 
mob.’ Australians are the nicest, warm-
est, and funniest people in the world. But 
given the colonization of Australia (read: 
penal colony) and the fact that it’s so far 
from everything, they have a very interest-
ing look on life. 

Even in the 1960s, the country was very 
much behind the times. We used dip-ink 
pens and inkwells in school. It was fasci-
nating to be in that antique world and as 
I’m an old-fashioned kind of person, it re-
ally suited me.

education and interests I ma-
jored in painting and minored in art his-
tory at Tyler in Elkins Park. Designing 
vestments for the church is just one of my 
endeavors in the art world; I also do paint-
ings and carvings. Working in the arts and 

in the church has been an incredible strug-
gle, I’ll admit. I’d have made a much bet-
ter living if I had minored in painting and 
become an art history teacher. 

(But Saint Mark’s would have been the loser. 
The west wall organ case was done by Davis, 
as well as a number of vestments, notably the 
Passion red set.)

First attended saint mark’s I’ve 
been coming here off and on from the time 
I was a teenager living in Devon, but I for-
mally transferred on 1 January 1990. 

I was always a very religious kid. My first 
conscious time in church is still with me. 
I was just past my third birthday and I’ll 
never forget that day. I loved the church 
right then and have always wanted to make 
churches beautiful. That’s all that I’ve re-
ally ever wanted to do.”

Roles played in the parish Build-
ings and Properties Committee and Ves-
try, for a total of 14 years.

Greatest challenge for the 
parish I actually think we are heading in 
the right direction. I have no quibbles.

Describe the parish to a 
stranger Saint Mark’s is the most beau-
tiful church with a wonderful community 
of people and a beautiful liturgy.

Last book read Christopher Buckley’s 
Losing Mum and Pup.

Hymn you’d take to a desert  
island Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

What profession, other than 
your own, would you like to 
attempt? Nursing.

What would you like to 
hear God say when you pass 
through the pearly gates?  
Welcome home!

For this profile, The Lion’s Mark modified a 
few of the questions used in The Actors Studio 
interviews by James Lipton, but we delicately 
omitted the ‘Favorite Swear Word’ question. 
We couldn’t resist an off-the-record query, but 
alas Davis doesn’t have a favorite, but when 
pushed — Maybe ‘Rot!’he replied.

	 davis d’AMBLY

The community that gathers every day of  every week at Saint Mark’s is the heart of 
this church. Recognizing that the community is as varied and interesting a group as 
you’re likely to find, The Lion’s Mark will profile a member each month. It isn’t 
that we’re nosy (well, maybe a little nosy), but we thought you’d be interested to hear 
what Saint Mark’s members have to say.
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Column

I have been thinking about Sabbath and 
silence. When I’m on vacation, especially 
in a rural locale like northern Minnesota, 
I’m always struck by the time that it takes 
to adjust to the different pace of life which 
both vacation and non-urban, non-manic, 
rural pace of life brings us. 

It’s akin to the time that it always takes to 
adjust to the pace of a religious commu-
nity when one goes away for a retreat. The 
routine of monastic prayer and worship 
doesn’t fit so well with the structures and 
paces of modern society and culture. I find 
myself faced with the same difficulty when 
adjusting to vacation time.

We’re unabashedly terrible as 
a culture at taking time off. We are at 
a societal place in which people are more 
available and in which information of all 
forms is more available. Yet despite of our 
advances, no one seems to have more time, 
no one seems to comprehend or to under-
stand any more than they did before, or to 
have moments of silence and quiet.

In The New York Times Magazine recently, a 
writer noted*: “Since 1967, we’ve added 
167 hours — the equivalent of a month’s 
full-time labor — to the total amount 
of time we spend at work each year. . . 
Americans today spend more time work-
ing than people in any other industrial-
ized nation — an extra two weeks or more 

a year.” If only we, as a culture, felt more 
fulfilled, or more productive, or more 
self-assured by the extra time that we’re 
putting into our work, but I’m not at all 
sure that we do.

I think the opposite is true. The 
more time we spend thinking about the 
meaning of what we do, about the value 
of our Sabbath time, the more we can feel 
stuck in a sort of confusion about work 
and Sabbath, about the monetary value of 
our time, and about the arbitrariness and 
coldness of the economic system in which 
we live; overwhelmed by the voices in our 
society which drown out the stillness in 
our lives.

This is not just a standard 
curmudgeonly grumble about 
modern trends. A great deal of what 
we are about as a people together on a 
journey is about stillness and silence. It 
is the context for our worship, the space 
for our prayers, the canvas for our speech 
about God, and the way in which we ap-
prehend both our own being and God’s. 

Thomas Merton wrote that “Silence is the 
first language of God,” and when I read 
Merton, I often feel slightly relieved be-
cause he had the same terrible struggle 
within him which I find within myself: the 
longing for silence and quiet, and the urge 
to be active, to work (or over-work) for 
justice and peace.

The silence in our worship and 
in our relationships with God 
is one of the great gifts that Saint Mark’s 
has for our culture and for the world to-
day. It’s also a tremendous challenge, since 
we’re speaking of high, high things of 
which people in our culture have less and 
less knowledge. 

But our silence, our stillness reorients us; 
as we are swept in off the chaotic streets of 
Philadelphia, it’s important that we gather 
and settle and come to orient ourselves not 
towards the chaos or informational over-
load of our culture and time, but toward 
the one who went away to a desert place to 
pray, the God who is present towards us in 
a still small voice. 

I hope that I can keep some of the peace 
and stillness that I found this summer on 
vacation, as we enter into a new year of 
our life together. 

for the last few weeks

*Michael Pollan, “Out of the Kitchen, onto the Couch: How American Cook-
ing became a Spectator Sport and what we lost along the way,” The New York Times 
Magazine, 2 August 2009
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After a refreshing time spent in the Moth-
erland of Anglicanism, it’s wonderful to 
be back at Saint Mark’s. I had the great joy 
and privilege to hear and observe many 
fine choirs whilst away, including Roches-
ter, Westminster, and Wells Cathedrals, 
the college choirs of King’s, Saint John’s, 
and Trinity and of course, at the Mecca of 
Anglo-Catholicism, All Saints, Margaret 
Street. (I was delighted to point out that 
our building was much older than theirs!) 

I’m looking forward to the return of the 
choral season and offering our usual mix-
ture of old and new sacred music.  

new assistant organist: 
welcome Joshua Stafford

I’m deeply grateful to be able to welcome 
Mr. Joshua Stafford to assist me at the or-
gan and with the choir. Mr Stafford is a 
full scholarship student at the prestigious 
Curtis Institute of Music where he is a 
fourth year student of Alan Morrison (or-
gan) and Dr. Lionel Party (harpsichord). 

A native of Jamestown, New York, he 
began piano studies at the age of six. His 
interest in the organ was sparked at a pipe-
organ excursion held by the Chautauqua 
American Guild of Organists (AGO) he 
attended at the age of ten. Joshua has won 
numerous awards and prizes including first 
prize in the 2007 Philadelphia AGO Com-
petition for Young Organists. 

He has performed recitals across the coun-
try, including postlude concerts for the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, the New York 
Philharmonic, and l’Orchestre National 
de France on the concert hall organ at the 
Kimmel Center. He has also been a regular 

performer on 
the world’s 
largest out-
door organ, 
the Massey 
Memorial 
Organ at 
Chautau-
qua Institu-
tion, and the 
world’s larg-

est organ, the Wanamaker Grand Court 
Organ in Philadelphia. In May 2007, 
Joshua traveled with the Curtis organ de-
partment to Paris, where he had the rare 

opportunity to play many of the city’s 
beautiful and historic instruments, includ-
ing the organ of Notre Dame Cathedral. 

Joshua’s former positions include or-
ganist of St Luke’s Episcopal Church in 
Jamestown, New York and the Episcopal 
Church of St. John in Bala Cynwyd, Penn-
sylvania, as well as Organ Scholar at the 
historic Washington Memorial Chapel in 
Valley Forge. 

Barry Rose returns

It’s a delight to announce that Dr Barry 
Rose, a renowned choir trainer and or-
ganist, will serve as guest conductor of 
the Saint Mark’s choir for the 11 am Mass 
and Evensong on Sunday, 4 October. In 

addition, he will lead an open rehearsal 
on Saturday, 3 October from 11 am to 1 
pm, followed by lunch and a lecture about 
church music. All are welcome to attend.

Born in 1934 in Chingford, England, Bar-
ry Rose grew up accompanying the choir 
of his parish church. After a spell as organ-
ist at St Andrew’s, Kingsbury, at the age of 
25 he became the youngest cathedral or-
ganist in the UK when appointed Master 
of Music at Guildford Cathedral. In 1974 
he was appointed sub-organist at St Paul’s 
Cathedral in London and Master of the 
Choir in 1977 and is remembered particu-
larly for conducting the choir at the wed-
ding of Lady Diana Frances Spencer and 
the Prince of Wales in 1981. 

In 1984 he became Master of the Choirs at 
the King’s School, Canterbury. From 1971 
to 1986 he was Religious Music Adviser 

to the BBC, 
a position 
that included 
booking the 
choirs for the 
weekly ‘Cho-
ral Evensong’ 
broadcasts. 
His last post, 
from which 
he retired in 
1997, was as Organist and Master of the 
Choristers at the Cathedral and Abbey 
Church of Saint Alban. 

In 1998 he was awarded an OBE for his 
services to church music.

matth ew glandor f
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Every month we’ll include news of interest and 
importance from the eight ministry areas you’ll 
see on these pages. Not every issue of The 
Lion’s Mark will include an update for every 
area, but after a few issues you’ll have an idea 
of what’s occurring in eight critical contexts in 
the life and work of this parish. 

Outreach

One of our prin-
cipal outreach 
activities 
is the Food 
Cupboard. 
Due to the eco-
nomic crisis of the 
past year, our cli-
ent base has increased 
by 12 to 15 percent. We’re most apprecia-
tive of the parishioner response bringing 
in canned goods to supplement our pro-
gram. As summer draws to a close, we’re 
approaching the annual Southeastern 
United Way pledging period. May we 
suggest that you consider a payroll de-
duction to support our efforts? Our UW 
agency number is 706. Through the gener-
osity of our parishioners and friends we’ll 
continue to be able to meet this growing 
need.

Buildings and Properties

Summer has been a busy time for the 
Buildings and Property Committee. With 
the completed Master Plan in hand, our 
group is sifting through the document in 
order to set priorities that address safety 
issues as well as the needs of the parish as 
it grows. Thanks to the roof restoration 

project, we have a number of high-priority 
issues under our belt and with the help of 
the staff at Milner+Carr Conservancy, we’ve 
already identified what may be the first dis-
crete project generated by the Master Plan. 

To that end, earlier this summer Saint 
Mark’s submitted a grant proposal to Part-
ners for Sacred Places for a portion of the 
funding required to complete the project. 

We expect to learn the decision some-
time this fall.

Communications

You may have noticed a change on 
the cover of this Lion’s Mark (not to 

be confused with the many changes 
inside!) Starting with this issue, you’ll 

receive the newsletter monthly. We hope 
this schedule will help you find out about 
the goings-on at Saint Mark’s in a more 
timely, meaningful way. If the increased 
frequency of The Lion’s Mark changes the 
way that you’d like to receive it, update 
your delivery options at 
saintmarksphiladelphia.org/
update-personal-information/

Cynthia McFarland, a new 
parishioner (who is Canon 
for Communications at the 
Diocese of New Jersey) is 
spearheading the new de-
sign and format, ably as-
sisted by John Bilinski, 
Megan Gallagher, and Joy 
Tomme (for the People in the Pews profiles). 
We hope you like the revamped Lion!

CHristian formation

Children’s formation this year is based on a 
curriculum called Godly Play, a Montessori-
based Sunday School program that teaches 
the major stories of the Scriptures, the 
parables. Children interact and “play” with 
the elements that make up our experience 
of worship. Godly Play dovetails especially 
well with an Anglo-Catholic parish, since 
worship involves all our senses. We’ll 
transform the current nursery room into 
a dedicated Godly Play room and the story-
tellers and greeters will welcome children 
into the play space. On Homecoming Sunday 
during an orientation session, parents are 
encouraged to come with their children, 
experience the Godly Play space, meet the 
teachers, and learn about the curriculum.

Adult formation for this coming year in-
cludes a wonderful schedule of 10 am 
Sunday Forum classes called “Continual 
Growth in Thy Love and Service”. On 

Homecoming Sunday, we’ll begin 
with a session led by Mother 
Marie Swayze about a new 
adult formation opportunity 
we’re adding this year: group 
spiritual direction. The four 
sessions on following Sun-
days will be taught by Dr Roy 
Clouser, a member of the par-
ish and a professor of philoso-
phy, on the topic “Can We 
Really Know God?” And later 

in the year Dr Ellen Charry, who teaches 
systematic theology at Princeton Semi-
nary, will lead a series of classes on figures 
in the Christian spiritual tradition. 

Saint Mark’s
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Gloria, Sanctus, Benedictus, and Agnus Dei, 
and a sermon. The service will run about 
50 minutes. 

We realize that some people who cur-
rently attend the 8:30 Low Mass will feel 
displaced and may wonder how or where 
they will fit in. We ask for your patience 
and understanding as the entire communi-
ty grows more accustomed to an expanded 
schedule, and we encourage you to explore 
all three of the Sunday liturgies as you dis-
cern how you can best worship God.

Finances

The election of new vestry members often 
brings about a change in the roster of the 
Finance Committee. Because none of the 
committee members rotated off the ves-
try, this year Kim Williams, Fred Epting, 
Isabelle Benton and Stewart Dalzell will 
continue the work they began last year. 
They’ll focus on completing the upgrade 
of our financial software and systems and 
continuing to increase overall transparen-
cy of financial operations.

In addition, we’ll have a month-long class 
on what we do and what happens during 
Sunday worship, classes on the Hebrew 
Scriptures and the New Testament and the 
Prayer Book, along with other topics.

On Homecoming Sunday, look for calendars 
with all these Adult Forum and Godly Play 
topics, so you can add all these splendid 
opportunities to your personal calendar.

Community

A hallmark of Saint Mark’s is our keen 
sense of hospitality. We routinely celebrate 
our fellowship with a host of eating oppor-
tunities and the list, in aggregate, is eye-
opening: about 100 coffee hours a year, at 
least eight suppers with the rector, two 
picnics, two pot-lucks, six special events, a 
parish brunch, a wine and cheese tasting, 
along with countless cakes, cookies, and 
other treats. One must ask . . . when do 
these people pray? 

Well, our hospitality would mean very 
little indeed if Saint Mark’s did not offer a 
robust prayer life. Hospitality is not so far 
removed from prayer as, at first, we might 
think. For having performed 
one of his greatest mira-

cles, Jesus proceeded to Bethany and “They 
gave a dinner for him there.” 

Stewardship

Please see The Last Word for a message from 
this year’s Stewardship Committee. And 
don’t forget to mark your calendars for the 
Commitment Sunday Mass on Sunday, 8 No-
vember and the Commitment Brunch to 
follow at the Racquet Club!

Worship and music 

For more than a year the Rector and Ves-
try have discussed and prayed about the 
structure of Sunday mornings. For most 
people, their most important, lasting and 
meaningful experience is the liturgy and 
music that they participate in on Sunday 
mornings. 

Adjusting our schedule will enable us to 
welcome more new people into our com-
munity — and we have room for more 
people here! So beginning Sunday, 13 Sep-
tember the morning schedule will be:

8 am Low Mass (Rite I) 
9 am Sung Mass (Rite II) 
10 am Christian Formation for all ages 

11 am Choral High Mass (Rite II)

The 8 am Low Mass will be a said 
mass (Rite I) with a short homily.

The 9 am Sung Mass (Rite II) 
will take place at the free-

standing altar beneath the 
Rood beam, in front of the 
Chancel gates. There will 
be hymns, a congregational-
ly-sung setting of the Kyrie, 

Eight portals into the life and work of the parish
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tinue providing for outreach programs, follow-
ing the law Christ emphasized above all others: 
to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

The current economic difficulties are real: lost 
jobs and frozen salaries, diminishing retirement 
funds and rising prices. It’s a hard time to be 
more generous. However the very conditions 
that make it difficult for many of us to increase 
our giving also threaten our church’s invest-
ments. The situation affects us all and makes 

our contributions that much more important if we wish to con-
tinue doing what we are called upon to do. 

The results of our efforts at Saint Mark’s and in the wider commu-
nity could fall short if our pledges simply stay level in 2009. We’re 
faced now with a formidable challenge, but it’s surely one that we 
as a community can meet. 

searching our hearts and our budgets 
To do something beautiful for God this year, we must search our 
hearts as well as our budgets — and the hearts of Saint Mark’s pa-
rishioners are large, indeed. 

If there were ever a time to see how you might manage an increase 
in your giving, that time is now. It’s a crucial way to participate 
in the beauty that flows forth from our worship into our lives and 
into the world around us.

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, 8 November and plan to at-
tend the Commitment Sunday Mass and the Commitment Brunch 
that follows at the Racquet Club.

Yours in Christ,

Beauty is something any first-time visitor to 
Saint Mark’s will notice and something long-
time members of the congregation can’t fail to 
miss. From the carefully tended garden to the 
Fiske doors, from the marble baptismal font to 
the Limoges panels depicting the Stations of 
the Cross, Saint Mark’s is brimming with beau-
tiful sights. 

Add to that the liturgies and the choir, and 
we’re only beginning to name the countless 
beautiful ways we celebrate the glory of God and God’s love. 

from shining silver to city camp
Saint Mark’s is not just an aesthetically pleasing house of worship, 
but a community committed to doing something beautiful for God. 
Some of these beautiful things shine as brightly as the silver-cov-
ered altar in the Lady Chapel. The Saturday Soup Bowl, the Food 
Cupboard, the adoption of Saint James the Less, and the expan-
sion of Vacation Bible School into City Camp 2009, designed to reach 
even more children in Philadelphia. All attest to our commitment 
to build up the Kingdom of God and pay witness to Christ’s love. 

in tough times, our level best
Our congregation has recently shown an impressive level of dedi-
cation in keeping up with this commitment. In 2008, at a time 
when charitable giving declined across the country, our pledges 
remained steady. It’s an accomplishment we can feel proud of and 
one worthy of our gratitude — because to do something beauti-
ful for God, we must take practical considerations at home into 
account. 

We need to keep roofs watertight and make repairs. We need to 
continue investing in our Sunday School and Adult Formation 
programs. We need to provide for feast day and other celebrations 
that allow us to come together and follow the commandment to 
love God with all our hearts. At the same time we need to con-

Bruce Nichols, Ken Perlstein, Kathie Regan, Charlie Scott,  
Laura Spagnoli, Rick Stover, and Aileen White

Someth ing beautiful for God


